                   The Woodchoppers Ball Guitarists Bios 2009

1. Charley Brown – Master of Ceremonies 

Currently residing in Painesville, Ohio, Charley Brown has been the Master of Ceremonies for all past Woodchoppers Ball concerts opening each and every show with the song “I Wish I Could Talk Through My Guitar”. Charley has been writing songs and playing music for over 50 years and has appeared on countless recordings, commercials and even a few movies and continues to record and play in venues all over Northeast Ohio.

candjbrown@sbcglobal.net 

2. Brian Henke 

From his home in Bay Village Ohio, Brian Henke, a finalist in the 2000 National Fingerstyle Championships in Winfield Kansas, writes, records and tours all over the US. “Brian’s fretwork is masterful, elaborate, and he makes every note count. That’s quite an accomplishment on a 28 string guitar. His compositions are harmonious, sometimes complicated, but always engaging. Brian Henke’s music is organic, mesmerizing and best of all, magic”. RJ Lannan, New Age Reporter

www.brianhenkeguitar.com www.myspace.com/brianhenkeguitar 

3.  Greg Gilbertson

“Greg Gilbertson of Wisconson is probably one of the most talented and entertaining guitarists I’ve seen in my life. He is something to behold, with his unique finger-style playing of the guitar. Like having a 3 man band wrapped up into just 2 hands, gifted is an understatement for this guy”…CD Review

“Gregs stubborn creativity, that compels him to continually venture into new techniques, rythms and textures, leaves his audience speechless”. Volume One

www.greggilbertson.com 

4. Tim Thompson

Starting at just 12years old with a 25 dollar Sears Airline guitar with the Amp built into the case, Tim has gone on to place in the top 5 of The International Fingerstyle Guitar Championships in Winfield Kansas in 2006 and 2nd in 2007. and came in 1st place in 2008! He has been featured in Fingerstyle Guitar Magazine twice and besides solo and group concerts in Nashville and on the road, has been a sought after session guitarist and producer for some of the top acts in Nashville.

www.timthompsonguitar.com 

5. Stephanie Jackson

       Oklahoma City based Stephanie Jackson studied classical guitar under Bunyan            

 Webb, participating in master classes with classical guitar greats Andres Segovia and  

 Leo Bower. She has taught college level guitar and music courses and performed in 

 Concerts all over the US with both classical and harp guitar and has recorded 9 CDs

 to date.

6.  Helen Avakian

       Singer/songwriter/virtuoso guitarist Helen Avakian , the daughter of a physicist and 

       an artist attended Hunter College in New York City on a full scholorship for a

       masters degree in classical guitar performance. Along the way she began writing 

       songs that would get her compared to Joni Mitchell, Susanne Vega,  Tori Amos

       and Jewel and win her 3 songwriting competitions at The Walnut Valley Fest in 

       Winfield Kansas.

7. Kyle Reeder

 From Alrno Kentucky, Kyle Reeder’s list of Awards and contest wins includes: Home of the Legends Contest in Muhlenberg County, Kentucky; 2003 1st place open style guitar champ; 2005 1st place contemporary thumbpicking champ; 2007 1st 

Place traditional; thumbpicking champ and 2007 overall thumbpicking champion. In 2004 Kyle won 3rd place and 2008 2nd place in the prestigious Walnut Valley International Fingerstyle Guitar Championships in Winfield Kansas. In 2003 he was given the Horizon Award and inducted into The International Thumbpicking Hall of Fame.

8. Eric Wilson

 Emerging as St Lois Missouri’s finest instrumental guitarists Eric Wilson has studied 

 with legendary guitarists Kirk Hanser, Jorge Morel, Manual Barrueco and Pavel 

 Steidl. Shortly after beginning his studies Eric left the corporate world to become a classical guitar teacher at the prestigious St Lois Academy for Guitar. A fully bonified “Guitar Wizard”, Eric currently resides in St Charles Missouri, composing, performing, studying cello and maintaining his private teaching studio, The Guitar Academie.  

9. Dale Galgozy

Dale Galgozy is a master traditional musician, songwriter, filmmaker and guitarist of many styles, including fingerstyle, blues, jazz-swing, rock and folk. A skilled vocalist and arranger, Dale is a full time professional musician and a dedicated guitar teacher. Performing throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan, New York and Indiana since 1987 and an Ohio Arts Council recipient from 1994-2006, his progressive contemporary acoustic music has traditional roots and yet is free and playful.

10. Adreanne Zeleny

Adreanne Zeleny is one of Northeast Ohio’s young creative talents, a master of various guitar styles, including fingerstyle blues, folk and rock  and a superb songwriter, session player and bassist. Adreanne invents symphonic lines that compliment every song and reflect a high degree of devotion to the music she creates.

www.brianhenkeguitar.com
www.myspace.com/brianhenkeguitar 

www.toddhallawell.com
www.myspace.com/toddhallawell
www.timthompsonguitar.com
www.myspace.com/timthompsonguitar 

www.kylereeder.com
www.myspace.com/kylereeder 

www.stephaniejackson.com 

www.myspace.com/stepaniejacksonmusic 

www.helenavakian.com
www.myspace.com/helenavakian
www.myspace.com/robinkessinger
www.ericwilsonguitar.com
www.myspace.com/ericwilsonguitar 

www.greggilbertson.com
www.myspace.com/greggilbertson 

www.kentstage.org 

